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Carpathonesticus borutzkyi, the first record of Nesticidae from
the Crimea (Aranei: Nesticidae)
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ABSTRACT. Carpathonesticus borutzkyi (Rei-
moser, 1930), known previously from Turkey and Abk-
hazia, has been recorded from the Crimea for the first
time. The finding of C. borutzkyi is the first record of
Nesticidae in the Crimea, representing also the north-
ernmost locality of the species range. The species is
redescribed and illustrated on the basis of Crimean
specimens.

PE3IOME. B Kprsimy o6Hapysxen Carpathonesticus
borutzkyi (Reimoser, 1930), panee U3BECTHBIN TOJBKO
n3 Typunu n Adxazun. Kpeim — camoe ceBepHOE Mec-
TO obutanus sroro Buaa. C. borutzkyi — 310 nepBbIN
mpeacTaBuTeNb cemeiictBa Nesticidae, HalIeHHBIA B
Kprsimy. On BniepBble oT™MeueH B (payHe YkpauHbl. C.
borutzkyi nepeonucan mo sx3emiusipam u3 Kpeiva.

Introduction

Only two species of Nesticidae have been recorded
from Ukraine: Nesticus cellulanus (Clerck, 1758) and
Carpathonesticus galotshkae Evtushenko, 1993 [Ev-
tushenko, 1993; Mikhailov, 1997]. Until recently, the
nesticids have been unknown from the Crimea [Kovb-
lyuk, 2004].

The genus Carpathonesticus Lehtinen et Saaristo,
1980 contains 21 described species inhabiting caves of
Italy, Bosnia-Hercegovina, Romania, the Ukrainian East
Carpathians, Turkey and the Caucasus [Platnick, 2007].
Most Carpathonesticus species are limited in their dis-
tribution to the Carpathians. Therefore, it was surpris-
ing to find the species Carpathonesticus borutzkyi (Re-
imoser, 1930), previously known from Turkey and Abk-
hazia, in the Crimea. Large distribution ranges are un-
usual for Carpathonesticus species. This paper pro-
vides a brief redescription of this interesting species.

Specimens were recently collected in the Crimea by
the second author, and are deposited in the Zoology
Department of the V.I. Vernadsky Taurida National
University, Simferopol, Ukraine, Dr. M.M. Kovblyuk
(TNU).

Legs and palpal segments were measured after se-
paration from the cephalothorax. Coloration was de-
scribed from specimens preserved in 75% ethanol/wa-
ter solution with added glycerin (9:1 by volume).

Most of the terms for descriptions of the copulatory
organs have been adopted from Lehtinen & Saaristo
[1980] and Bosselaers [1998]. The following abbrevia-
tions are used in the illustrations: ¢ — conductor; co —
copulatory orifice; e — embolus; g — vulval gland;
pc — paracymbium; ta — terminal apophysis; te —
tegular apophysis; vp — vulval pocket.

All measurements are in mm. All scale bars 0.1 mm.

Description

Carpathonesticus borutzkyi (Reimoser, 1930)
Figs 1-6.

IDENTIFICATION. Kharitonov [1941: 6970, figs. 1-2 (J)];
Kharitonov [1947: fig. 11 (9)]; Wiehle [1963: 431-435, figs. 1-7
(T'Y)]; Tyshchenko [1971: 206, fig. 616 (J')]; Mcheidze [1997:
fig. 677 (J)]. For a complete set of taxonomic references see
Platnick [2007].

MATERIAL. UKRAINE, the Crimea: 1 &, 2 $9 (TNU-2098/
1), Simferopol Distr., Fersmanovo, in house basement, 15—
21.07.2006; 1 &' (TNU-2318/1), same place, in bathroom,
14.03.2007.

DIAGNOSIS. C. borutzkyi can be distinguished from all
the other Carpathonesticus species by the shape of the male
palp and female epigyne (see Figs 1-6).

DESCRIPTION. Measurements: O: total length 4.5;
cephalothorax 2.0 long, 1.7 wide; ¢: total length 4.8; ceph-
alothorax 2.0 long, 1.8 wide. Cheliceral teeth (anterior +
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Figs 1-4. Male palp of Carpathonesticus borutzkyi from the Crimea: 1 — retrolateral view; 2 — ventral view; 3 — dorsal view; 4 —
prolateral view.

Puc. 1-4. IManena camua Carpathonesticus borutzkyi n3 Kpsima: 1 — perponarepalibHo; 2 — BEHTpajJbHO; 3 — J0pcalbHO; 4 —
HpoJIaTePaIBHO.
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Figs 5-6. Epigyne of Carpathonesticus borutzkyi from the Crimea: 5 — ventral view; 6 —dorsal view.
Puc. 5-6. Onuruna Carpathonesticus borutzkyi 3 KpeimMa: 5 — BEHTpaJIbHO; 6 — JI0pCaIbHO.

posterior) in male and female: 3 + 0. Length of leg seg-

ments (male / female,n=1/1):

femur | patella | tibia | metatarsus | tarsus
1 4.4/42 |1 1.0/1.0 | 4.5/4.3 4.4/4.2 1.8/1.6
11 3.8/3.5 1 0.9/0.9 | 3.5/33 3.3/3.2 1.4/1.4
I [ 3.12.8 | 0.8/0.8 | 2.5/2.2 2.6/2.2 1.1/1.0
IV [ 4.1/3.9 ] 0.8/0.8 | 3.5/3.2 3.4/3.0 1.2/1.2

Sternum, carapace, chelicerae, legs, abdomen and spin-
nerets yellow. Male palp as in Figs 1-4; epigyne as in Fig. 5;

the vulva as in Fig. 6.

DISTRIBUTION. Turkey, Abkhazia, Ukraine (the
Crimea, a new record). The Crimea is the northernmost
locality of the species range.
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