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A Museum is 

a non-profitmaking, permanent institution in the 
service of society ... open to public, which acquires, 
conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits, for 
purposes of study, education and enjoyment, material 
evidence of people and their environemnt

ICOM



Michael Mares (Sam Noble Museum at the 
University of Oklahoma):

Museums are “.... the repository of 
all life that we know has existed” 



ANTROPOCENE



ANTROPOCENE

Biodiversity will be lost in next 50–500 years



ANTROPOCENE

All species could be catalogued in 500–5000 
years

Biodiversity will be lost in 50–500 years



ANTROPOCENE

Biodiversity loss

Environmental change









BioScience 61(2):147-153. 2011 
https://doi.org/10.1525/bio.2011.61.2.10
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Science: 12Dec2014

“…the most pressing challenge is to build 
collections for future needs…”





Darwin Centre, NHML



Public Museum in Slovenia









“Museologists estimate 
that at least one-third of 
all biological specimens 

have been lost.”



Sandro Botticelli, The Birth of Venus, 1483-85
Galeria degli Uffizi, Florence 



Sandro Botticelli, The Birth of Venus, 1483-85
Galeria degli Uffizi, Florence 

“Gallerists estimate that 
at least one-third of all 
Renaissaince paintings

have been lost.”



US-led attack on Iraq in 
April 2003



“a crusade to rescue 
antiquities” 



Natural History Centre Baghdad





Nesokia bunnii

Nesokia indica

Bandicota bengalensis

Bandicota savilei

Bandicota indica





Science: 12Dec2014

“…the most pressing challenge
is to build collections for future 

needs…”



Science: 12Dec2014

“…the most pressing challenge
is to build preserve collections 

for future needs…”





“We see a decline in many collections in many 
countries” ....

“If a collection is sinking, no one will say it is” ....

“It’s too dangerous. They survive by hiding.”

Michael Mares 
University of Oklahoma:



Public Museum in Slovenia



Public Museum in Slovenia

Thank You
for attention
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